Courtney’s Super Simple Guide to Making a Website

This will entirely be hosted on Github Pages, which is extremely simple to use and set up,
but has the capacity to get more complicated if you like. You will need a github account to
get started.

Github allows you to host websites through their service. Each account is allowed 1 personal
website and infinite project websites. Most online guides will help you set up a personal
website, and | do not recommend doing so for something like MESA workshops. You’ll want
to set these up as project websites.

Here are the minimal steps to get set up on using Github Pages:

1. Setup a new repository on github with your desired URL extension. You can’t really
choose this much, it will always be hosted on
[your github username].github.io/[your repo name]
so choose this repo name wisely.
Write yourself a description and initialize with a README which will be very minimal
to start.

Create a new repository
A repository contains all project files, including the revision history. Already have a project re

elsewhere? Impor
Required fields are marked with an asterisk (*).
Owner * Repository name *

- courtcraw ~ / example_repo

@ example_repo is available
Great repository names are short and memorable. Need inspiration? How about psychic-guacamole ?
Description (optional)

this is an example repo for demonstrative purposes

o Q Public
b ] r

& Private

Initialize this repository with:
@ Add a README file

Add .gitignore

gitignore template: None ~

Choose a license

License: None ~

Create repository




2. Gointo settings in this new repo. Head to the Pages tab on the left-hand side. Under
Branch, change None to main, and then set to root (for now). You can change it to
launch from a folder called docs/ later if you prefer, as that’s convention. Save the
change.
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Saving will add a few more options to this page. You can ignore them.

3. Now, you can go to the Actions panel in the github repo to confirm that the
initialization worked. You should see a page like this

= O courtcraw / example_repo

Code -) Issues i1 Pull requests ») Actions [ Projects [ Wiki ) Security Insights i3 Settings

Actions New workflow All workflows

j runs from
All workflows

1 workflow run

pages-build-deployment

@ pages build and deployment

pages ment #1: by

7 Deployments

ES Runners

The green check will indicate that everything worked fine. If you eventually start
messing with HTML, check this page first to make sure you didn’t break something.
Github will automatically run build and deployment every time you apply a new
commit, so you don’t need to worry about doing this in general. If you click on the
build, it will give you a link where the website is being hosted at, or you can simply
navigate there yourself.



4. This is what the website will look like at this point, it’s not the most exciting thing
ever.

x | pages build and deploymen X @ example_repo | this is an ex:

25 courtcraw.github.io/example_repo/

example_repo

this is an example repo for demonstrative purposes

to make it look nicer we can use one of the Github pages recommended default
Jekyll styles. There are non-default templates you could use if you wanted to, but
you’ll have to look that up on your own if you’re interested.

5. Choose one of the Github pages default themes for your site. They are listed at
https://pages.github.com/themes/
I’ll choose Cayman for this example. https://github.com/pages-themes/cayman

As it says in the usage section, you’ll just need to add those two lines to your
__config.yml file. This doesn’t exist yet, you simply need to add it yourself. Clone
your repo to your local machine like you normally would with github, create a file
called config.yml, then add the lines from your theme Usage page to the file.

1 README & Code of conduct 38 CCO0-1.0 license

The Cayman theme

©) ci.yam! [Passing] gem version 01201

Cayman is a Jekyll theme for GitHub Pages. You can preview the theme to see what it looks like
even )

Cayman

Usage

To use the Cayman theme:

1. Add the following to your site's _config.yml :

remote_theme: pages—themes/cayman@v@.2.0
plugins:
— jekyll-remote-theme # add this line to the plugins list if you already have on


https://pages.github.com/themes/
https://github.com/pages-themes/cayman

@ example_repo — emacs _config.yml — 89x40

File Edit Options Buffers Tools Help

remote_theme: pages-themes/cayman@v@.2.0
plugins:
— jekyll-remote-theme # add this line to the plugins list if you already have one

'®) B example_repo — -zsh — 89x40

Last login: Thu Mar 28 15:28:35 on ttys000
(base) alvis>> cd Documents/GitHub/example_repo
(base) alvis>> 1s

README .md

(base) alvis>> emacs _config.yml

(base) alvis>> 1s

README . md _config.yml

(base) alvis>> pwd
/Users/ccra8514/Documents/GitHub/example_repo
(base) alvis>>

Now commit and push your changes to your github repo. | use Github Desktop which
is a nice GUI for github, but many people will prefer to actually learn github and do
everything from the command line.

You'’ll need to wait a minute or two for the deployment process to finish, but then
check your website again and it will have updated to a new theme.

@ example_repo|thisisa X  +

- O} o a2 Finish up

%5 courtcraw.github.io/examy

example_repo

this is an example repo for demonstrative purposes

View on GitHub

example_repo

this is an example repo for demonstrative purposes

example_repo is maintained by courtcraw.
e was generated by GitHub Pages

cool! Now we only need some markdown files.



7. Generally speaking, the landing page is reading your README.md as the homepage.
You can leave it as this if you like, but if you want an actual functioning README on
github then this might not be the best option for you. Most people’s landing pages
are written on a file called index.md . In my opinion one of the easiest things to do
is to copy the index.md from your chosen theme’s template and put it right into
your own repo. These are great because they contain examples on how to use
markdown which are usually enough to get you started. They also usually have an
another-page.md that you can copy over as well.
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Simply copy these files into your own repo, commit and push, and then refresh your
website.

example_repo

this is an example repo for demonstrative purposes

View on GitHub

Text can be bold, italic, or strikethrough.
Link to another page.

There should be whi

There shoul s. We recommend including a README, or a file with

information about your project

Header 1

This is a normal paragrz SitHub is a code hosting platform for version control

and collaboration. It let ork together on projects from anywhere.

Header 2

Header 3

var fun = function lang(l) {
dateformat.i18n = require(*./lang/' + 1



Great! That should in general be enough to get you started. Adding a new page is as simple
as making a new markdown file, and linking to it from your homepage, or wherever you
want the link to be.

In general this is enough to get you a pretty nice simple website. If you want to mess with
the CSS or the HTML style, you can do so, | simply recommend looking up a tutorial. The
template READMEs are also quite helpful for just getting started. You can also view my
website repo as an example if you want https://github.com/courtcraw/mesadu_wdbinaries .
Feel free to ask me if you have questions about something specific | did. HTML and CSS
aren’t too hard to learn, and there are some good tutorials online if you want.



https://github.com/courtcraw/mesadu_wdbinaries

